[DCC gene and leukemia].
The deleted in colorectal carcinomas (DCC) gene, located in human chromosome band 18q21, was identified as a potential tumor suppressor gene by Fearon et al. in 1990. The DCC gene encodes a protein which is highly similar to neural cell adhesion molecules and other related cell surface glycoproteins. In colorectal carcinoma, the expression of the DCC gene is reduced or absent in 88% of cases. We examined the expression of the DCC gene using reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) analysis. Its expression was reduced or absent in some leukemias. Our findings suggest the possibility that this gene may play a role in leukemogenesis.